The Murder of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey
suborned by the priests to play their part in the murder
were Lawrence Hill, who had a room in the precincts of
Somerset House, being servant of Dr Gauden or Godwin,
the treasurer of the Queen's chapel, and Green, a cushion
layer in the chapel.
The priests told these men that the murder of Godfrey
" was no sin.but a charitable act,5' as the magistrate was a
very busy man, and had done and would do a deal of mischief.
They were also told he was a great enemy to the Queen.
They then discussed methods of spying on Godfrey's move-
ments and dogging him in the streets, and it was proved
later that both Hill and Green went to his house to ask
where he was to be found. Elizabeth Curtis, Godfrey's
servant, identified each of them, and proved that Hill was
at her master's house on the morning of the murder.
Lancelot Stringer, a tapster at The Plough, spoke to
Gerald and Kelly and Vernatt, a servant of Lord Bellasis,
visiting The Plough and meeting Hill and Green and
Prance. Hill and Green had to admit that this was so. A
man named Vincent also identified them as being in com-
pany together. These were meetings before the murder.
It is noticeable that the third prisoner, Berry, does jiot
seem to have been present.
But the evidence against Berry, who was the door-
keeper at Somerset House, was that he said he had received
orders " from the Queen or in the name of the Queen "
that he should suffer no strangers to come into Somerset
House on October the I2th, 13th, and I4th. Berry re-
peated at the trial that on October the nth and I2th he
had orders from the Queen's gentleman-usher not to admit
anyone, as " the Queen was private." Mr Justice Wild
said this was "very reflecting evidence," and so it was,
seeing that the Queen's priests and servants and the Duke
of York's secretary were suspected as the chief instigators
of the plot. But Mr Attorney was eager to explain that
he reflected nothing against Her Majesty, but only gave
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